asylums reckon from October 1st to September 30th. It thus happens that our cousins' reports find their way to the editor's room before our own are in print. It is pretty generally admitted that the American asylums are inferior to the English in matters of comfort, and in the amount of freedom enjoyed by the patients ; while they are superior to ours in the number of medical officers, and, presumably therefore, in the amount of direct medical supervision of the patients. Whether an increase in the medical staff means an increase of medical work done is a matter with which we are not now concerned.
We notice that many of the American asylums have lady physicians for the women's side of the asylums, and this is so manifestly a step in the right direction that we venture to hope it is an example which will soon be followed in all our large county asylums. 
